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January, 2006

Dear Camp Friends,
Happy New Year!
We hope the winter lull finds you
healthy and enjoying a regenerative
blast of fresh mountain inspiration
to propel you into thinking about
SUMMER 2006!

Our fall gathering at Sanborn Nature
Place was stellar! We shared our
best ideas from 2005 and forewarned
one another about boulders on the
trail. If you missed the meeting this
year please consider joining us next

Spring Workshop

What is every camp professional
thinking about in late April?

Date:

print

November. The fellowship is warm
and the creative sharing supplies
support in a myriad of ways.

This SCAT will inform you of various
ACA activities that will titillate your
camp taste buds! Check out the
Spring Workshop and the Regional
Western Conference, “Camp West” in
Las Vegas in March. It’s such a great
deal.

Enjoy our
excellent
winter!

Nancy Atkinson
President, RMS m

Friday, April 21st

Location: Temple Emanuel in Denver

Staff training, of course! Come Topic: Staff Training
to the ACA Rocky Mountain
Sori . Cost: $35 member rate
pring Workshop to get ideas on

. . $40 non-member

creativity and effectiveness for
S $20/$25 half day, 4 off for students
your staff training, just in time
for the start of the summer. Times:  9:00 Registration
Stay tuned for more information ?Il??gol\/iornllﬁg Figseleiien
on our first annual ACA Rocky : ur}0
M . . . 1:00 Section News
ountain camp tour, coming this X X
falll 1:15 Afternoon Session of Sharing
Staff Training Ideas
Marty Ferguson, Director 3:15 Closing Announcements
Camp Chief Ouray/YMCA of the
Rockies
970.887.2152 ext. 4172 american
www.ymcarockies.org/cco m
. .y . . .g . . . . . . }”/assocmtlon

Rocky Mountain
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Standards Courses and Visitor Update Training

We will be offering Standards Courses
and Visitor Update Training on the
following days:

Tues. Feb. 14

8:30-11:30 am Visitor Update
12:30-4:30 pm Standards Course
Geneva Glen Camp

Tues. Feb. 28

8:30-11:30 am Visitor Update
12:30-4:30 pm Standards Course
Geneva Glen Camp

If you are being visited this summer

it is strongly recommended that you
attend one of the Standard Courses.
Please contact Gail Albers, Standards
chair at 303-488-1616, ext. 1108 or
970-586-3341, ext. 1108 or by e-mail at
galbers@ymecarockies.org or
gma25@aol.com and let her know which
you will be attending.

VISITORS: Ifyou are a visitor, you
will need to attend one of the visitor
updates listed above. Please contact

Gail Albers at the above information
and let her know which one you will
be attending.

EVERYONE: Please make sure to
bring your standards book, a writing
utensil and some paper. See you in
February!

ACA—-RM Section
Board Meeting Agenda

January 19, 2006

9:30 Call to Order at Geneva Glen
*Minutes
Financial Report

*Mileage Rate

*2006 Budget

Committee Reports:
Communications

Scat

Web Site
Education

Fall Workshop 2006

Spring Workshop

*CAMP West Operating Code
Legislative

Day Camp Task Force
Standards

Standards Training

Standards Visitor Training
Public Relations

Colorado Parent Camp Fair

CAMP Magazine

Insert of RM Accredited
Camps for CAMP Magazine
Membership

Old Business
New Business

Volunteers Needed to
Represent ACA at the National
Association for Challenge
Course Technology

Next Meeting
Monday, March 13®

*Needs Board Approval

A more in depth review will be in the
April Scat and posted on the website
- www.acarockymountain.org. m



Thanks to All Our Great Vendors

Winston Marugg

We would like to thank all our wonderful vendors who attended the November
2005 Rocky Mountain Sectional Conference at The Nature Place. They provided
us with samples, product information and new ideas to make our camps even
better for the upcoming season. Please support these companies as they support
our camps. Remember to thank any of the vendors on the list that you work with

for attending the Conference.

Callippe Solutions
Wynne Whyman
wwhyman@callippe.com
(719) 591-7307

cell (719) 641-0917

Hormel Foods

Melissa Graham
msgraham@hormel.com
Sara Schmidt
seschmidt@hormel.com
(303) 721-9469

cell (303) 668-0213

Camp Leaders

Tim Lucas
tim@campleaders.com
(303) 537-2713

cell (303) 503-8749

U. S. Foods

Cheryl Ricketts
cheryl.ricketts@USFood.com
(719) 686-8483

Fletemeyer and Lee

Jim Fletemeyer
jfletemeyer@flaboulder.com
(303) 443-3750

cell (720) 641-4837

Leahy and Associates
Jennifer Leahy
JenB@Leahy-inc.com
(303) 673-9832

cell (303) 829-4418

Ouray Sportwear
Laura Hutchinson
ourayrep@aol.com
(303) 322-9839
cell (303) 322-3478

Camp TV Media
David Betz
david@camptv.net
(800) 284-8437

Bunk 1

Jacob Zlotoff
jacob@bunkl.com
(212) 974-9112

cell (917) 822-3884

Four Peaks

Barney Cox
becox@4peaksinc.com
(303) 340-3334

Alpine Marketing
Cory Seigel
(800) 225-2648

Alpine Foods

Jeannie Menor
jmenor@alpine-denver.com
(303) 872-1128

cell (303) 870-2244

Hobby Whalen

Lori Watts
Iwatts@hobbywhalen.com
(303) 283-0000

cell (303) 887-9860

F & S Marketing
Tony Visintine
(303) 371-3055

cell (303) 249-1933

Pepsi Co

Ellen Valek
ellen.s.valek@fritolay.com
(303) 771-5428

cell (303) 885-3360

Kraft Foods
Jennifer Bestatka
jennifer.
bestafka@kraft.com
(303) 693-8120

cell (303) 902-6435

NEWSLETTER

Who’s Who

Board of Directors
ACA Rocky Mountain Section

Betsy Thamert, Section Executive
1-888-926-CAMP

rmexec@yahoo.com

Nancy Atkinson, President
303-697-4621
nancy@genevaglen.org

Mike McDonald, Vice President
719-748-3341
mikemac@sanbornwesterncamps.com

Andrew VanDerWege, Secretary
303-664-5458, x216
camps@ymcabv.org

Juli Kramer, Treasurer
303-741-0159
addipres@msn.com

Gail Albers, Standards
970-586-3341, x1108

gma25@aol.com

Marty Ferguson, Education
970-887-2152, x4172
mferguson@ymcarockies.org

Zim Zimmerman, Public Relations
303-388-4013, x314
zZim@congregationemanuel.com

Jeff Cheley, Legislative
303-377-3616
ieffcheley@cheley.com

Molly Robison, Membership
720-201-6476
mollyrobison@sopris.net

Kreg Hamburger, Communications
405-640-6183
kreg@genevaglen.org

Roman Krafczyk, Member at Large
303-569-2333
r.krafczyk@eastersealscolorado.org
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Camp Spotlight
Mary and Winston Marugg

Sonlight is for kids. Founded by
Winston and Mary Marugg in 1979,
Sonlight is a year round youth

camp tucked away in southwestern
Colorado. We offer summer camps
for individual kids. A couple summer
weeks are available for churches to
bring their youth and leadership and
do their own programming. Our staff
guide wilderness backpack trips in

July and August 1 92 11’982
i an

fc;zhlihs;i};?g €€ summer 2005 was Sonlight’s were

Eroups. twenty—sixth season! Little devoted

brings deep did we know in 1979 that gt

snow,and ideas on a coffee shop b gk kg .

Sonlight is a ski napkin would grow and last ackpack trips

lodge for youth for a quarter of a century. for high school

groups skiing We hoped to backpack in students. In

at nearby Wolf the summer months with a October 1982,

Creek ski area. few church youth groups. 40 acres of
Work winters at ski areas to land was

Sonlight, a
great place for
kids. A place

to get away,
face challenges,
grow, learn and
develop self esteem. Camp is a place
where kids can be in the presence

of Jesus. Camp is a learning time as
we live in community, accepting the
challenge of working with others

and sharing the good times. Camp

is a place to play hard in a safe
environment, a place to be still in our
fast paced world. Camp is about life,
becoming more committed,
asking more questions,
playing within boundaries
and growing to be better
people Sonlight is a learning
time that will last a lifetime.

To those who come to
Sonlight, we say welcome
back. Sonlight is a tiny spot
of meadow and forest, where
our community focuses

on teamwork, striving to

2l

pay the bills. Call it a good
ministry and be happy. God
had other ideas on His own

napkin. © ¢

accept diversity, and appreciate each
individual as a child of God. We
intentionally build relationships, and
practice skills which enable campers
to enrich their families and
communities back home.

26 Years of History for
Sonlight Christian Camp!

Sonlight was incorporated

in 1979 as a not-for-profit
organization in the state of
Colorado. The summers of 1980,

purchased in
the San Juan
mountains

of Southern
Colorado.
Construction
began in 1983, along with the sizable
projects of water and waste water
systems. All the buildings were built
with volunteer labor during Memorial
Day “barnraising” weekends.

1979: Ideas and drawings on a
coffee shop napkin

1982: Purchase of 40 acres in
Hidden Valley Ranch, north of Pagosa
Springs
1983: The back half of Winchester
. Cathedral was

*  built. Water and
sewage systems
installed
1984: The main
lodge was built
1985: Tongue
and groove
ceilings in the
lodge installed
1986: Hilton

cabin constructed

1987: Winchester Cathedral added
on to the original bath house

1988: The Shop constructed
1989: High-Up Regency and Eastin’
Westin’ built in one weekend

1990: One log staff cabin

1991: Two log staff cabins

1992: The office added onto the
lodge

1993: Staff room added onto the
back of the lodge

1994: Two new towers, new deck
on the lodge. 40 additional acres

of land purchased (adjacent to the
original land)

1995: Two frame staff cabins; 40
acres purchased along the north end of
the west boundary; 4200 gallon water
storage tank installed

1996: Elk River mobile home
installed

1997: New deck on Winchester
Cathedral and took DOWN the
Boulder Building



1998: Added a new entrance and a
split rail fence, remodeled the Hilton
bathroom, added ramp, and completed
the Spokes and Oakes Nature Trail
1999: Backpacking building
constructed and climbing wall was
built

2000: Major fence reconstruction
and new deck on the Hilton

Summer 2005 was Sonlight’s
twenty—sixth season! Little did we
know in 1979 that ideas on a coffee
shop napkin would grow and last for
a quarter of a century. We hoped to
backpack in the summer months with
a few church youth groups. Work
winters at ski areas to pay the bills.

Aussie Camp Tour

Last October the Rocky Mountain Section
hosted a group of Australian camp
directors who were visiting camps in
several parts of the United States prior

to attending the International Camping

NEWSLETTER

Sponsors of Our Fall
Conference

Special thanks to Fletemeyer

and Lee Associates, Inc., Rocky
Mountain Sunscreen, C & N
Footlockers and Peak Rhythms,
Inc. who served as sponsors for
the Fall Conference for Camp and
Youth Development Professionals.

il

FLETEMEYER & LET

™

Peak Rhythms, Inc.

www.peakrhythms.com

Thank you sponsors! m

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
SUNSCREEN

We stand belind and on top ofuwfuatlodcers.
www.campfootlockers.com

. o .

www.rmsunscregn.com

Another component of the Aussie visit
was a roundtable discussion held at
Cheley Colorado Camps. An early
snow kept some section members from
attending the roundtable but proved to
be a highlight for the Aussies! Those in
attendance enjoyed a great exchange of

Congress in Mexico. The group was
Call it a good ministry and be happy.
God had other ideas on His own
napkin.

2001: Year round cabin, staff
residence built

2002: Steps on the backpack
building, and much maintenance!
2003: Tongue and groove ceiling
in the backpack building, covered

able to visit six camps near Estes Park,
Colorado including the YMCA of

the Rockies-Estes Park Center, Camp
Timberline, High Peak Camp, Meadow
Mountain Ranch, Highlands Presbyterian
Camp and Conference Center, and
Cheley Colorado Camps. The Aussies
loved seeing and learning about these
camps.

ideas and much laughter!

Thanks to all who extended Rocky
Mountain Section hospitality to the
Aussies: Tommy Feldman, Shelly
Coerver, Shea Simms, Maggie Hedge,
Liz Johnson, Don and Carole Cheley,
Shorty Sutterlin, Gretchen Vaughn, and
Gail Albers. m

deck on the backpack building, and
maintenance, new roofing on the
Cathedral, reseeded and leveled the
meadow

2004: Bouldering wall built, “doll
house” constructed at the backpack
building for restrooms, new round
picnic tables as well as major fence
reconstruction

2005: Dodgeball court and a new
roof on the lodge. Replaced a water
storage tank collapsed by the winter
snow. Adios Elk River! m

DO YOU NEED VANS NEXT SUMMER?
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED AND HAVE NOT ALREADY CONTACTED BETSY

We are compiling a list of camps and their needs regarding rental vans next summer. We are
hoping that if there is enough of a demand, we can get a discount for the Rocky Mountain
Section. In addition, Enterprise needs to plan their inventory for the summer and needs to
know what will be needed. I did hear of a few organizations that didn’t reserve their needs
early enough and had to do some searching.

Please contact Betsy Thamert ASAP if you are interested in renting vans for your summer
2006 program. We will be back in touch with you regarding rates and availability.

Thanks,
Jeff Cheley W




February 2006

ACA has made another partnership
for ACA camps to receive a special
advertising rate.

Please pass along the message
below to your membership in your
upcoming newsletters or emails.
ACA will have a banner link on
their camp web page at www.
homeschoolingparent.com. We
have also exchanged editorial
content.

Let me know if you have any
questions - the message is below for
you to distribute.

Thanks Kim

Don’t miss Homeschooling Parent
Magazine’s 6th Annual Summer
Camp Guide.

Camps are offered an editorial
component ranging from 50-225
words to describe their camp in the
guide in partnership with a display
ad.

Advertising camps are also
encouraged fo submit camp
photographs for use in the feature’s
layout - caption credit provided.
Partnered online banners provide
readers easy access from magazine
to camp website. Ad rates range
from $240-$1995. Homeschooling
Parent is the largest circulated
homeschooling magazine in the
nation serving over 150,000
readers.

The deadline is February 17, 2006.
Call Rick Simmons at 765.361.0360
for more information.
www.homeschoolingparent.com

Kim Bruno

American Camp Association
765-342-8456 ext 309
kbruno@ACAcamps.org
http://www.acacamps.org
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Day Camp Task
Force Update

The Day Camp Task Force continues
to make progress! The Task Force
was established last year and has
been drafting proposed revisions to
the State of Colorado School Age
Childcare Regulations which Colorado
day camps are required to follow. If
approved, there would be a separate
day camp category with regulations
more applicable for day camp
programs.

Representatives from the Task Force
met with Dana Andrews from the
Colorado Department of Human
Services on Tuesday, January 10,
2006. It was a productive meeting in
which many points of the proposed
changes were discussed, as well as
the overall need for a Day Camp
separation from School Age Childcare.
One of the points discussed was how
to identify which programs would

fall into the proposed Day Camp
category. The Task Force suggested
that programs could self select which
category would be more relevant to
their program (school age childcare or
day camp).

Dana Andrews also proposed an
education session for her program
specialists. The session will be held

this year before most camps are
visited and will focus on day camps.
Although the current regulations will
still be in effect, this training will help
the program specialists have a greater
understanding of day camps and their
operations.

The Colorado Parks and Recreation
Association (CPRA) has also been
working on proposed changes to the
current regulations. Representatives
from the Day Camp Task Force are
meeting with CPRA members in
hopes of creating a consolidated
revision of the proposed changes to
the regulations. The combined efforts
of ACA and CPRA will show greater
support for the proposed changes, thus
increasing the chances for approval
by the State. If all continues to move
forward smoothly, it is likely the new
regulations could be implemented
prior to the 2007 camp season.

A copy of the proposed changes to the
School Age Childcare Regulations can
be found by going to the Day Camp
Task Force link on the section web
site (http://www.acarockymountain.
org). Contact Jane Sanborn
(janessss@aol.com) or David Secunda
(david@avid4adventure.com) if you
would like additional information
about the Task Force. m

Thank you to all who responded to our survey regarding the fall
conference. The results have been tabulated and (drum roll, please) we
will be returning to The Nature Place in November. What about the
chance to see other facilities? Education chair,

Marty Ferguson is planning a one day Fall Camp Tour.

Most likely, this will be scheduled in early October and will include
visits to Estes Park area camps. The plan is to make this an annual event
with the tour to be held in a different part of the Section each fall.

If interested, please contact Marty, 970.887.2152 ext. 4172, with dates
and times in early October that would work for you. ®



CAMPWEST 2006!

Las Vegas, Nevada
March 29" — April 1+
WWW.CAMPWEST.ORG

A WONDERFUL AND
AFFORDABLE CONFERENCE
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE RMS!!

I am writing to encourage your
participation in the CampWest
Conference this year — March 29" thru
April 1% in Las Vegas, Nevada. The
details are available at www.campwest.
org. The early bird registration
deadline is fast approaching (March
1*%); a group of 6 costs only $300 if
registered before March 1* (individual
registration is $175 so even if your
“group” is only 2 or 3 people, this is a

bargain!). The registration fee allows
you into over 80 training sessions, all
the general sessions and the exhibit
hall. There are some additional
“ticketed” sessions, but they are
optional. The hotel is great — all suites,
room for up to 4, kitchenette in every
room and only $119/night. Evenings
have been left “unstructured” for
those wanting to enjoy a bit of Vegas
nightlife however, there are activities
planned each evening for those
slightly less adventurous!

I am really impressed with the quality
of the program, incredible speakers
and fun networking this conference

is offering. Please don’t hesitate to

call me if you have any questions and
please visit the website for information
and registration.

NEWSLETTER
I’ll be in Vegas from March 28"

until April 2" and will host a Rocky
Mountain Section gathering on
Wednesday, the 29" at 5:30 p.m.
Please let me know if you will be
attending the CampWest Conference
and we can find some time to hang
out in Vegas together. For the record,
I am rather fond of slot machines,
gin & tonics and roller coasters (not
necessarily in that order)!

See you in Las Vegas,

Molly Robison
Rocky Mountain Section Rep to the
CampWest Steering Committee

mollyrobison@sopris.net
970-945-9892 (Home)
720-201-6476 (Cell) m

Colorado Parent

Magazine Camp
Fair 2006

Saturday March 4, 2006
10 am - 3 pm

Invesco Field @ Mile High
1701 Bryant Street
Denver, CO 80204

Tricia Loughead

Phone: 303-320-1000

Fax: 303-722-2330
tricia.loughead@parenthood.com

www.coloradoparent.com

Current ACA Rocky Mountain Section Business Members

We all have vendors we use regularly to provide goods and services for our camps. Are your vendors current ACA
Business Members? If not, have them contact our Section Executive Betsy Thamert at rmexec(@yahoo.com to
learn more about the benefits of membership. These include discounts on advertising and vendor booth charges at
conferences as well as increased exposure across the Section.

Check out the many products and services offered by our current ACA Rocky Mountain Section Business Members. m

Name Company
Wynne Whyman
Eric Beerman Camp Channel
Sarah Neenan
James Fletemeyer
Thomas Leahy
Dawn Kohlman LIP IVO

David Erickson

Dan Kigar The Colorado Yurt Co
Bud Doyle The Duck Company bdoyle@duckco.com
Cheryl Ricketts US Foodservice cheryl.ricketts@usfood.com

Carol Powers

Callippe Solutions, LLC
CLE International
Fletemeyer & Lee Assoc Inc

Leahy & Associates, Inc

Rocky Mountain Sunscreen

Western Brands LLC

E-mail

info@campchannel.com
sarah@cle.com
info@flaboulder.com
tom@leahy-inc.com
dkohlman@lipivo.com

info@rmsunscreen.com

carol@crocs.com

wwhyman@callippe.com

Web

http://www.callippe.com
http://www.campchannel.com
http://www.cle.com
http://www.flaboulder.com
http://www.leahy-inc.com
http://www.lipivo.com
http//www.rmsunscreen.com
http://www.coloradoyurt.com
http://www.duckco.com
http://www.usfoods.com
http://www.crocs.com
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Mark Your Calendars

Listed below are dates for upcoming ACA training opportunities.

Standards Training

February 14, 2006

8:30-11:30 Visitor Update

12:30-4:30 Training for Camps to be Visited in 2006
Geneva Glen Camp, Indian Hills, CO

Standards Training

February 28, 2006

8:30-11:30 Visitor Update

12:30-4:30 Training for Camps to be Visited in 2006
Geneva Glen Camp, Indian Hills, CO

Spring Workshop

April 21,2006

9:00-3:30

Congregation Emanuel, Denver, CO

Fall Conference for Camp and Youth Development Professionals

November 14-15, 2006
The Nature Place, Florissant, CO

Please note: Standards visitors and camps that will be visited in 2006 are required to attend only
one of the above trainings. Contact Gail Albers (gma25@aol.com, 970-586-3341 ext. 1108) for

specific details.



