The U.S. Forest Service has issued Final Directives for Forest Service Outfitting and Guiding Special Use Permits.  These directives will become effective on October 17, 2008,  They have been published in the Federal Register/Vol. 73, No. 181.

After months of reviewing public comments and responding to these comments, The Forest Service has implemented the new directives with essentially the same provisions which camps supported in the directives when they were first issued last November.  They “simplify the application and administrative process, establishing a flat land use fee for temporary use permits; developing a process for allocation of use on a first-come, first-served or lottery basis for temporary use permits to facilitate greater participation in outfitting and guiding by youth, educational, and religious groups; offering the same terms and conditions to educational and institutional permit holders as offered to other types of permit holders when they operate as a business; and clarifying policy for priority use permits governing performance, inspections, and allocations of use.”

For those camps who currently have special use permits, these directives should make applications and approval simpler and they equalize the treatment provided to for-profit organizations and not-for-profit organizations which has long been a problem for many camps.  A ten-year special use permit had already been instituted by the Forest Service through regulation, although it has still not been implemented in some districts, and the fee structure for special use permits was not included in this directive.

For those camps who currently have a temporary use permit, the Forest Service intends to transition those permits into special use permits over the next five years.  These permits will now be called “transitional priority use” permits.

For those camps who do not have permits, but would like to take campers onto the Forest, districts are now instructed to make available any unused days for “temporary permits”.  These permits can include up to 200 user days and will be available through the districts on either a first-come, first served basis or through a lottery.  Each district will administer this temporary use pool according to its own special circumstances.  While some districts may have “temporary use” days available in 2009, districts have up to two years to begin allocating temporary use days.  It will be important for each camp to contact their local Forest Service district to determine what will be available in that district, when days will be available and how they will be allocated. 
For any questions, please contact Jane Sanborn  Jane@SanbornWesternCamps.com
