American Camping Association®

What Has Changed Since the Last Charter Draft?

Major Points
1. The document has been reformatted.  Upon the advice of our legal counsel, we have moved all the legal items to the front, and all the operational items follow.  Since operational items are under the purview of the Executive Director, we have changed the language in the Operational section from “ACA agrees” to “ACA agrees to have an operational policy that indicates that the Executive Director will”

2. In the Purpose (II), we have added terminology that makes clear that while Sections may pursue ENDS that are in addition to ACA’s ENDS, they still must be consistent with the tax exempt status of the organization.
3. In a number of areas, we have added language that reflects that the Sections that are separately incorporated from ACA have (potentially) additional legal obligations that must be considered.

4. We’ve added a more detailed section about insurance coverage.  Having only the three types of insurance originally listed may be too risky – other coverages might be needed. (New Section F, Page 7)

5. To clarify geographic jurisdiction, we have picked up working from the “old” charter and placed it in the operational section, III – page 9.
6. We have moved the scheduling of section educational events policy out of the body of the document and into an attachment to allow for updating and revising (See page 10 and the new attachment #10).

What Still Needs to be Resolved?
1. The Charter Task Group did not make a formal recommendation about changing the word “Section.”  At the Council of Delegates Meeting, Sections may weigh in on this issue and make it a part of the final vote.  Highest consideration was given to the alternative word “Chapter.”
