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2009 Council of Delegates 

Summary


Issue: Revision of ACA Standard HW-17 

SUMMARY

From the inception of the program, standards have been revised and updated every 5 – 8 years using a process of discussion over a 2 – 3 year period, field testing the new standards for validity, seeking approval from the COD, reprinting a document and resource materials, training the field, and breathing a sigh of relief that we were “set” for a least a couple of years.  

The 2006 revisions reflected in the Accreditation Process Guide were birthed into a world characterized by –

· Rapid changes in public expectations based on the availability of new products with evidence of their value to health and well-being (e.g. AEDs).

· Increasingly diverse and specialized recreation options (e.g., waterfront activities in lakes, rivers, pools, water parks; paintball; go karts).

· Strong influence by insurance entities that bear the financial brunt of litigation (e.g., concern with lifeguarding certifications and waterfront practices).

· Rising environmental concerns manifested in different and sometimes opposing practices, regulations and expectations across the country (e.g., how to manage spent lead bullets).

· Public concern for the safety of children from abuse (e.g., screening policies).
With the above in mind and having done yet additional research regarding the use of an AED (automated external defibrillator) in a camp setting, the National Standards Commission is requesting the ACA National Board to approve the following revision to Standards HW-17.  
CURRENT STANDARD: Has the camp assessed the need for an AED (automated external defibrillator) at the camp location.
PROPOSED WORDING: Does the camp have access to an AED (automated external defibrillator) based on a written plan which includes:

· the location of the AED

· description of process to access the AED

· length of time it takes for the AED to be accessed

· availability of trained personnel and 

· potential activities where an AED might be needed? 

Rationale:  The revised standard allows the camp to determine what is most appropriate for its specific situation in addressing the need of an AED. The location of the AED may or may not be on site and may or may not be provided by the camp. This Standard will not apply to trip/travel programs and other off-site programs.  

If approved, this standard would become effective in 2010.   
ACTION REQUESTED OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

The Council of Delegates is requested to: 

· Provide feedback on the proposed revision via on-line discussion forums, other electronic methods and incidental opportunities (in-person conversations, etc).  
· Share thoughts on what additional questions need to be answered
· Share this information with the general membership of their section so they might also provide feedback.
DETAIL DOCUMENTS

National Standards Commission Review of evidence supporting the need for immediate access to an AED in the camp setting can be found online at: http://www.acacamps.org/volunteers/delegates/index.php 
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