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2009 Council of Delegates Summary
Issue: Education and Accreditation Updates 
SUMMARY

The Education and Accreditation Task Force, launched by the ACA National Board, has completed Phase I (Study Phase), and has moved into the Concept and Design Phase. Part of the Task Force’s initial work included the creation of Guiding Principals, and the development of a Purpose Statement.  In addition, meetings and discussions with a number of stakeholders, sometimes over multiple conversations, resulted in several themes that will guide the work throughout the three to five year process.  One, formal recommendation to the ACA National Board, and subsequent action has taken place to date, which involves the Council of Delegates role in shaping our Standards.  
Task Force Charge: To initiate a process of comprehensive exploration and study in order to make recommendations for the preferred future of accreditation and professional development. 
Purpose Statement: Education and accreditation will serve to focus the American Camp Association (ACA) on the fundamentals and best practices of health, safety, and positive youth development. We recognize that ACA represents a diverse range of operations and purpose.  In every case, education and accreditation serves to challenge ACA stakeholders to seek continuous learning and develop their fullest potential.
Guiding Principles:

· Accreditation systems are comprehensive, and are comprised of multiple components, including standards and professional development, and are complementary to other programs.
· Our process will benefit from internal and external expertise throughout.

· Health, safety and risk management provide one important focus to standards.

· Core competencies, leadership development and progression are keys to professional development.

· Our process is inclusive verses exclusive. It is healthy to invite individuals and groups across the profession to discuss opportunities, challenges, and our shared future.

· We inform in some cases, and are informed in others.

· We honor our past and allow the past to appropriately inform the future.

· Our current Standards Program is operational and will continue to function throughout this process.

· We address the financial issues tied to accreditation systems from all perspectives.

· Participation by other ACA entities will expand and contract throughout in practical ways. 

ACTION REQUESTED OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES
· Discussion including question and answer period.
· Feedback to shared (and subsequently shared with Education and Accreditation Task Force).
DETAIL DOCUMENTS
COD Update from Education and Accreditation Task Force: http://www.acacamps.org/volunteers/delegates/ 
Education and Accreditation Documents from link: http://www.acacamps.org/2020/
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