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2008 Council of Delegates Meeting

Issue Overview

Issue: Public Policy Position Statement on Children and Nature
SUMMARY
The ACA Children and Nature Task Force and the ACA Public Policy Committee have partnered to develop an ACA Position Statement on Children and Nature.  As with other Position Statements, its approval will assist the organization in our advocacy efforts in this area.
ACTION REQUESTED OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

Vote for the approval of a new Public Policy Position Statement on Children and Nature.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Camp is an important context where children experience nature firsthand. One of ACA's current areas of emphasis is reconnecting children and nature. ACA is pursuing collaborations with other organizations in a national movement often credited to Richard Louv, author of Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children From Nature Deficit Disorder. A new task force has been created by ACA's Board of Directors to coordinate this effort. 
Green is Spoken Here! – A wide variety of online nature education resources are available from ACA that can help you connect children with nature.  We want to do even more in this area and need a formal Public Policy Position in order to support those efforts.

The ACA Children and Nature Task Force and the ACA Public Policy Committee have partnered to develop an ACA Position Statement on Children and Nature.  As with other Position Statements, its approval will assist the organization in our advocacy efforts.
The draft Position Statement on Children and Nature has been approved by the ACA National Board.  Once the statement is approved by the Council of Delegates a supporting paper will be developed.  (Note:  this is the regular process with ACA Public Policy Position Statements and ACA Public Policy Position Papers.)
ATTACHMENTS

A – Draft ACA Public Policy Position Statement on Children and Nature
ATTACHMENT A
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Public Policy Position Statement on Children and Nature

Approved by the ACA National Board 12/6/2007

The American Camp Association® (ACA) believes that young people benefit emotionally, socially, physically, and spiritually from spending time in close contact with the natural world.  ACA supports and actively participates in public and private partnerships and collaborations that make positive nature-based opportunities more available to children, youth and families.  ACA will advocate on behalf of and in cooperation with children and youth to develop and mobilize resources that introduce, connect, and interactively educate children about the natural environment. Furthermore, ACA will work with lawmakers and others to achieve these goals.
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