NSC Moves Forward with New Plan

The National Standards Commission’s long range plan identified 2001 as the year to begin the process for Standards revision.  Since then we have been keeping the field updated through the Web site, Inside ACA, and conferences. 

At its fall 2003 meeting, the National Standards Commission (NSC) revised their previously proposed plan for the future for accreditation standards.  The NSC reviewed field input, along with preliminary ACA outcomes research results and input from youth development researchers.  As a result of that deliberation, the NSC is now recommending the following:

	Previous proposal
	Current proposal

	1.  Basic entry level for accreditation based on mandatory standards and commonly accepted requirements for base level health and safety.
	Suggested eligibility criteria for camps seeking to affiliate with ACA that would require written affirmation from camp of ACA mission and values, ethics statements, compliance with local, state and federal regulations, and minimum operational requirements such as lifeguards, emergency plans, smoke detectors, and background checks for staff. 

Possible new uniform fee and limited member benefits.  Further work on this plan will be done as fiscal and membership plans develop.


	2.  Current accreditation program with minor updates in current standards.
	Revise current standards, maintaining standards for health and safety and program quality and enhancing better practices in youth development. Consider moving any health and safety standards that are universally accepted and federally mandated to Additional Professional Practices in the standards book.  Introduce some requirements to raise the bar on developmental practices that affect quality (e.g., more focus on camper/staff interactions and supports for camper emotional safety).



	3.  Recognition for camps that demonstrate operational practices shown by research to affect quality outcomes.  New process.


	Age-appropriate youth development best practices and quality indicators built into redesigned accreditation program (  No separate level.


	Timing

2004 – Field test current standards with                minor revisions

2005 – Council of Delegates adopt

2006 – Implement new accreditation standards; work on redesign for quality

2007 – Field test new tier 3 system

2008 – COD adopt, training

2009 – Implement new system


	Timing

2004 – Work on redesign of system with input from research and youth development experts

2005 or 06 – Field test new system

2006 or 07 – COD adopt, training

2007 or 08 – Implement new system


Comments and concerns can be shared with NSC members or sent to accreditation@ACAcamps.org.

