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Issue Overview

Issue: ACA Standards Revision
SUMMARY

The National Standards Commission is seeking input on a revised proposal for future standards development.  Based on field input from national and regional ACA conferences in 2003, and on research results from ACA and other youth development organizations, the NSC has modified its previous plan.

ACTION REQUESTED OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

None this year.  Feedback is welcomed, prior to further work on a field test document.  
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Since the formation of the Camp Directors’ Association in 1910, the leadership of organized camps in the U.S. has directed resources and efforts toward health and safety concerns affecting camps.  From the 1935 listing of “Suggested Tentative Standards,” through the 1948 first set of officially adopted Camp Standards, to the current revision adopted in 1998, the ACA accreditation program has grown to keep pace with expectations of the public, changes in the camp industry, and the challenges of operating a business in today's highly regulated society. Courts of law and government regulators recognize ACA standards as THE standards of the camp industry.  

The primary purpose of accreditation is education – leading camp directors and staff through a process of evaluation and validation designed to strengthen camps’ systems for health, safety and program quality.  If we want to impact more camps – help them enrich more lives – we must find ways to broaden our scope of influence and begin to raise the bar on developmental practices that affect real outcomes for young people.
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