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Section Personnel and Responsibilities

ACA Standards Program

Responsibilities of the Section Board

The following duties and responsibilities belong to the Section Board of Directors. 

1. President appoints the Standards Chair.

2. Standards Chair recommends Standards Committee for appointment by the Section President and approval of the Section Board of Directors.

3. President provides supervision to the Standards Chair to see that the Committee meets to fulfill its responsibilities on: training Section personnel, scheduling Visitors & visits, handling Section reviews, and maintaining reports & records.

4. Board verifies accuracy of the Visitor List (by June 1st each year).

5.  Board acts on any recommendations from the Standards Committee for extensions and/or revisits.

6. Board holds a meeting in mid-late October to act on the accreditation status of ALL camps in the Section. This score report (must be filed at the National Office before October 31 of each year. Prior to November 10, the Section Board shall notify each camp visited the previous summer of their status as voted on by that Board and/or the Section Executive Committee. Camps not accredited should be notified by certified mail, return receipt requested, and reminded of the policy regarding the use of logos, signs, etc.

Responsibilities of the Section Standards Chair and Committee

The Section Board of Directors is responsible to see that the Section Standards Committee, under the direction of the Section Standards Chair, carries out its responsibilities in the following categories:

Training of Section Personnel

This includes scheduling courses for directors and visitors and the recruitment, training and evaluation of standards personnel.  Training must follow standardized curriculum and procedures as approved by the National Standards Board. 

Scheduling of Visitors and Visits 

This involves the planning and logistics of matching Visitor pairs with camps due a visit.  Sections must visit at least 90% of the camps due and requesting a visit each year.   At least 90% of the visits each year must be conducted by at least two currently certified visitation personnel. 

Handling Section Reviews

Any camp not meeting the accreditation criteria is entitled to a hearing for Review, according to nationally established guidelines. The committee then makes a recommendation to the Section Board for accreditation or non-accreditation.

Maintaining Reports and Records 

This involves working with camps that have failed visits and/or may lose accreditation. This includes maintaining Section standards records according to national guidelines, and submitting reports to meet Section charter requirements.
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The National Standards Program

Overview

While many programs of the American Camp Association have considerable public influence, the national Standards program is a primary vehicle for ACA to bring professional practices in camps to the public.  Therefore, the strength and viability of this program is essential to the enhancement of a public image of the ACA and of camp as enriching the lives of children and adults.

The Standards Program is an integral part of the Association.  Through broad field input and the involvement of the Council of Delegates in adopting the standards, members have a key role in establishing the practice of the camping industry.


Standards Outcomes

Because of what the standards represent, and to maintain credibility as an evaluative tool, it is essential that the Standards program provide:  

1. Consistency in interpretation and application of standards for accreditation; 

2. Stability, by reducing the impact of changing leadership philosophies each election cycle within the Association; and 

3. Ongoing monitoring of standards for interpretive clarification, effectiveness toward objectives, and public response

For detailed information about the Section role in the Standards Program

Contact the:

Standards Department

American Camping Association

5000 St. Rd. 67 North

Martinsville, IN 46151-7902

Phone:  765-342-8456 ext. 305
Fax: 765-342-2065

e-mail:  accreditation@ACAcamps.org

Web site:  www.ACAcamps.org 
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Standards Planning Calendar

January

Local standards training (submit visitor training reports/applications) 

Review any standards-related issues going to Council of Delegates

Review first Visitor List
Review List of Camps to be visited 

February

Local standards training (submit visitor training report/applications)

Review any standards-related issues prior to Conference.

Possible national training at ACA National Conference (e.g., Leadership Training)

Review report of Camps to be visited

Send out Camp Visit Information forms & letter

Send out Visitor Information forms & letters 

March

Local or regional standards training (submit visitor training reports/applications)

Review report of Camps to be visited 

Check on new camps and renewals not yet on lists
Review visit supplies received from national 

April

Local or regional standards training (submit visitor training reports/applications)

Meet to make visit assignments

Notify camps and visitors of assignments; send supplies

Follow-up on new camps

Get Section Board action on any requests for 
extension

Get Section Board approval of Visitor List

May

Follow-up on visit assignments

Get Section Board approval of Visitor List

Submit Visitor List (due June 1) 

June

Follow-up on visit assignments 

July

Follow-up on visit assignments 

August

Review First Score Reports

Follow-up on failures and Section Reviews 

September

Review Score Reports 

Schedule Section Reviews

Register candidates for New Instructor training
Follow-up on missing Statements of Compliance 

October

Finish Section Reviews (submit reports for all Reviews)

Review ICA’s completed (submit completed ICA Response Forms) 

Complete Final Score Report 

Get Section Board approval of Final Score Report

Submit Final Score Report - due October 31

Notify camps of accreditation status 

Notify camps of results of Reviews

November

Notify camps of accreditation status by 

Nov. 10

Review Preliminary report of Camps to be 
Visited 

Notify camps of visit due - notify of training requirements and options

Review Standards Visitors Report
Notify visitors of training requirements and options 

December

Local standards training (submit visitor training reports/applications) 

